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UPHOLSTERY FABRICS

It is wisest to shop for upholstery, slip-cover, and drapery fabric
samples all at the same time. A plain rug and a plain wall allow
either the upholstery or drapery fabric to dominate. When the
upholstery is featured, usually two chairs are covered with in-
teresting patterned material, other pieces with stripes or similar
motifs, and some with plain or mixed fabrics. A room with a
patterned rug or patterned wall paper usually necessitates plain
upholstery fabric. Sometimes it is best to,upholster all chairs in
similar colors but in different textures. For interesting upholstery
fabrics see pages 88, 282, and 424.

Naturally the mood of the room and the lines and size and ma-
terial of the chairs affect the choice of upholstery fabrics too. A
Neo-CIassic room might employ striped light blue and lavender
satin on a Sheraton sofa. See page 476. Oak furniture suggests
heavy fabrics, whereas metal chairs are in accord with sleek com-
position fabrics. Quaint patterns appear on pages 59 and 104,
inconspicuous materials on pages 26, 240, and 260.

The common upholstery fabrics are the printed textiles like
chintz, cretonne, linens, Jouy prints, and warp prints; the decora-
tively woven materials like damasks, brocades, brocatels, armures,
reps, and denims; the pile fabrics like velvets, velveteens, corduroy,
plush, and friezes; the smooth silks and satins; crewel and needle-
point embroidery; mohair and other wools; and the durable quilted
cottons. Plastic materials are used, especially where there are
children and dogs. Leather is also used on upholstery for men.
The purchaser should realize, that smooth flat-surfaced materials
such as satin, damask, rep, brocatel, brocade, and tapestry show
wear sooner than a material such as frieze, which is a pile weave
with loops uncut. All firmly woven fabrics wear better than
loosely woven ones. Fabrics that are easily cleaned are prefer-
able. A buyer should have dyefast, mothproof, and possibly
flameproof guarantees.

Various techniques of upholstery are tufting, quilting, cording,
the use of buttons or nails, or trimming with welting, tape, fringes,
or braid. Any of these must be employed with restraint. Only
one fabric should appear on one chair; having the back different
from the seat destroys unity,